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· Remember the commitment we make as a congregation when children are baptized.

· If you see a parent struggling with a child, be supportive. Let them know that you are glad they brought their child and encourage them to keep bringing their child to worship in future. Sometimes, children function better if several different persons care for them during a service. Offer to help other parents.

· During Passing the Peace, greet children as well as their parents.

· Hand offering plates to children, not over their heads.

· Children often feel invisible in a sea of big adults – take time to greet them before and after service

· Ensure children have a bulletin of their own.

· During children’s time, laugh with the children, not at them.

· Invite a child you know to sit with you during the liturgy on occasion, even when the child’s parents are present.

· Understand when parents need to take younger children to the Nursery or restroom and then return to the service.

· Have patience with the learning process; we are all children of God. Remember we were all young once.

· Compliment parents and children who have participated during the liturgy.

· In the spirit that Jesus Christ called children to come to him, let us invite children into our sanctuary for worship.
Our response to children in worship speaks volumes to them about the love of God and their church family.

“Whoever welcomes a little child like this in my name welcomes me.” ~Matthew 18:5

Children in Worship
A Guide for Parents and Congregation
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Welcome to John Gray Memorial Church
Children are valued and nurtured here…and we have a commitment to help them learn to worship. Perhaps they won’t understand what is going on or being said, but they can understand that this is a place where they are loved, accepted and needed.

Formal worship can provide an excellent opportunity for parents to be involved in the spiritual nurture of their children. Talk to them about the service. Explain what is happening. Help them catch your enthusiasm and happiness about being in church.

Let the suggestions contained herein help you relax and appreciate the children who are present. Truly, the kingdom of heaven does belong to them.

PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE THIS BROCHURE FROM THE PEW.



· Prepare your child by talking positively ahead of time about worshipping as a family.

· Make some ground rules ahead of time: e.g. ‘no flying paper airplanes’, ‘no bopping your sibling on the head’, ‘no tossing shoes across the church!’ Make sure noisy toys are stowed away during the service.

· Allow time to get settled. Take children to the bathroom before service begins.

· Sit close to the front so children can see. It is sometimes helpful to seat a child next to an adult.

· Introduce your child to people nearby.

· Go over the Order of Worship before the service begins to identify what will be happening. Help children find hymns and scripture readings and mark them. 

· Activity booklets and doodle paper are not distracting but help them focus on what they see and hear. Remember that it is hard for children to sit for long. Allow children to sit, move around or kneel on the floor.

· Share the hymnal and bulletin with a child at his/her eye level. You may wish to bring your own books along so that you can line out words with your pen for young readers or non-readers who pick up repetitive words.

· Help your child follow the worship bulletin and model appropriate responses (singing hymns, using quiet voice tones, closing eyes for prayer).

· Children learn ‘worship etiquette’ by participation Please feel free to whisper to them in order to teach them.

· Allow children to participate in the offering by sharing their own financial resources.

· During Passing the Peace greet your own child. Also be sure to greet other people’s children.

· Come forward with a reluctant child during the Time with the Children.
· Talk about worship at home during the week: ‘Do you remember the story we heard in church?’; ‘We can pray a part of the prayer we used in church last Sunday.’

· Bringing an infant to worship can be a real challenge at times. If your child begins to cry loudly, you may have to leave and your worship experience is disrupted. It may seem that children this young do not benefit from being in this kind of worship service. Yet, it is not unusual to observer a young child enjoying the varied sights and sounds of worship. Children get to hear their parents and others singing songs that are accompanied by a variety of instruments. There is strong research data that indicates that infants and toddlers learn and grow when they are exposed to a variety of stimulating environments. Sometimes, we are unaware of the remarkable ability of infants to take in information. Infants may not be able to reproduce most speech sounds, but they are energetically absorbing speech and visual images! Your child’s brain development is influenced by what they see and hear.
· Restrooms and a nursery are available in the Hall if you and your child need to take a break. You will find toys in the nursery as well as a changing table, crib and rocking chair for your convenience. The service is broadcast there so you will still be able to hear what is going on in the Sanctuary.
Relax! Your family is important here!
It isn’t easy growing up in a family but, especially in this one, it is well worth the effort!

When we participate in Holy Communion, this is one of the most important times in our worship. To a child it says ‘something special happens at God’s table.’ Therefore, we encourage all persons, children and adults, to receive communion. 
Suggestions for Congregation





“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” ~ Mark 10:14b





Tips for Parenting in the Pews








